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Introduction
Rio’s favelas are among the most stigmatized urban communities in the world. As some of the modern world’s
oldest informal settlements, today they constitute affordable housing stock for 24% of the city’s population.
Built and constantly developed through collective action in spite of historical neglect by authorities, favelas are
incubators of culture and home to the workers that sustain the city. By 2050, around one third of the world’s
population is expected to be living in informal urban settlements, so the future development and perceptions
of Rio’s favelas have the potential to influence development globally.
Although stigma is often the result of deep-rooted perceptions, the media plays an important role in
influencing those perceptions, whether by reinforcing, strengthening and perpetuating negative stereotypes or
by challenging and gradually eroding them.
In October 2009, the International Olympic Committee announced Rio de Janeiro as the host of the 2016
Summer Olympics. With the 2014 World Cup already scheduled for Brazil, it was clear that Brazil, and Rio in
particular, would receive intensified media coverage over the course of its event preparations and celebrations.
With that intensified focus on Rio came unprecedented international media attention to Rio’s favelas.
Catalytic Communities (CatComm) saw this period as an opportunity for international journalists to take
substantial steps towards ending the stigma around favelas by producing thoughtful and nuanced coverage
about them, ultimately influencing the discourse, policies and initiatives around informal settlements around
the world.
Now, one year after the World Cup and with just over a year until the Olympics, we’re producing a half-time
report. How does the mainstream international media report on Rio’s favelas? How has coverage of favelas
changed since the 2009 Olympic announcement? What could be improved ahead of the 2016 Olympics?
This study begins to answer those questions. Focusing on six mainstream English-language print and online
news outlets from the United States and the United Kingdom, we have tracked and examined 329 articles that
mention favelas from October 2009 through September 2014, seeking to answer the following questions:
1. In what contexts do the international media write about favelas?
2. Which favelas and zones are covered?
3. Whose perspectives about favelas are given a platform?
4. What language is used to describe favelas?
5. What kind of imagery accompanies articles about favelas?
6. What are the predominant portrayals of favelas? What are the most common negative stigmas and
positive attributes?
7. How do the answers to these questions change with respect to time and media outlet?
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Methodology
With oversight from CatComm’s Executive Director, Theresa Williamson, Ph.D., and board member and Lecturer
of Political Science at the University of California Berkeley, Wendy Sinek, Ph.D., CatComm Research Intern
Cerianne Robertson, a recent graduate of Harvard University, designed and executed the study, drawing on
six months’ prior experience of monitoring international reporting on Rio’s favelas with CatComm, as well as
previous academic research on media portrayals of highly stigmatized communities and organizations. Other
interns with CatComm contributed to producing the final report.
For the purposes of this report, we chose to focus our analysis on data from three alternate years, beginning with
the announcement Rio would host the World Cup: October 2009-September 2010, October 2011-September
2012, and October 2013-September 2014.
We focused on media from the two countries that appeared to be responsible for most of the widely-read
English-language material produced about Rio’s favelas: the US and the UK. For selecting news sources, we
aimed to include outlets…
• that produce a lot of material about favelas
• with the highest readership in each country
• that are read by leading decision-makers in a variety of fields
• that publish in print and online
• that, together, reflect diverse positions on the political spectrum

With these criteria in mind, we selected The New York Times, The Wall Street Journal, and USA Today from the
US, and The Guardian, The Telegraph, and the Daily Mail from the UK.
Using a combination of the outlets’ search engines and Lexis Nexis, we began with an initial list of every written
article that mentioned “favela” during our specified time periods. Note that this method of selecting articles
overlooks any articles that use only alternatives like “slum” or “community” instead of using “favela” at all,
which certainly would be interesting and useful to the study; this limitation was necessary in order to maintain
a consistent methodology of identifying articles within a reasonable scope for this project. From the original
search results, we excluded results that:
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•
Appeared only in print (and not online).
•
Lacked a written component (ie. only a video, or only a photo slideshow with captions).
•
Were calendar listings, advertisements, or live text feeds.
•
Mentioned favelas only in the context of another Brazilian city, outside of the state of
Rio de Janeiro. We did include any article that used “favela” to describe non-Brazilian cities,
as this constitutes an example of the word “favela” being used beyond its particular meaning
and context (of informal communities in Brazil), which is therefore interesting in terms of how
perceived parallels between favelas and other informal or low-income settlements lead people
to incorrectly label other communities with the term.
•
Used “favela” because it was somebody or something’s name, where there was no
connection to Rio’s favela communities.
•
Were exact repeats of an already coded article from the same outlet; we kept articles
that included replicated sections but were not exact repeats.
After these removals, we were left with 329 articles, distributed unevenly among the six outlets.
Every outlet produced the greatest number of articles that mention favelas in the 2013-2014 year. In total, there
were about 2.7 times more articles in 2013-2014 than in each of the previous time periods. The three American
outlets and The Telegraph published more articles mentioning favelas in 2011-2012 than 2009-2010, but The
Guardian and Daily Mail published at least two times more articles in the 2009-2010 period than in 2011-2012.
Outlets
NY Times
WSJ
USA Today
Guardian
Telegraph
Daily Mail
TOTAL

Oct 2009 Sept 2010
13
2
0
30
16
8
69

Oct 2011 Sept 2012
21
3
1
13
28
4
70

Oct 2013 –
Sept 2014
44
15
6
56
45
24
190

TOTAL
78
20
7
99
89
36
329

We developed a standardized survey form to code each article and tested the survey form’s consistency with
5 independent readers prior to starting the main study. In October and November 2014 our trained Research
Intern read through the 329 articles and answered a standardized survey for each article. She analyzed the
articles as they appeared on the outlets’ websites. Any survey questions for which the Research Intern could not
confidently say she had responded consistently throughout were re-done or discarded.
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Findings
1. CONTEXT
A. Centrality
In almost half (164) of the articles, favelas were just mentioned once, while in the
rest (165) of the articles favelas received more attention, either as a main subject
or setting (“Main Subject”), or as one of several topics (“Secondary Subject”).
By year:
Breaking these data down by year reveals that, over time, there was a small
increase in the percent of articles in which favelas were the main subject. The
2013-2014 period was the only year in which over 30% of articles featured favelas
as a main subject.
More interesting than the percentages are the absolute numbers, however, which show (below) that the number
of articles in which favelas were a main subject nearly tripled from the first two time periods to the third (20132014). The number of articles in which favelas were a main or secondary subject saw more than a 2.5-fold
increase from the first two time periods to the third. Favelas were not just mentioned substantially more in
2013-2014, but were given substantially more space and attention as key subjects.

There was also a significant increase in articles that mention favelas just once in 2013-2014 compared to the
earlier time periods.
See Appendices A-F for Centrality by outlet
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B. Type of Article
The majority of articles about favelas were either news
stories covering a specific incident or “Feature Articles,”
which explored a topic or phenomenon more in-depth. The
split of articles between these two categories was close, with
117 feature articles and 110 news articles.
By year:
Over the years, feature articles overtook news reports as the
most common type of article featuring favela, although they
began at very close numbers in 2009-2010 with 18 feature
articles and 22 news reports. In 2011-2012 there were 26 of
each, and 2013-2014 saw more of a divergence, with feature
articles at 73 compared to 62 news articles.
C. Topics of Discussion
By looking at the topics discussed in
articles, we gain further insight into the
contexts in which they are presented, as
well as the issues about favelas that the
media focuses on. The topics included in
this graph either emerged out of the initial
coding phase, or are topics of particular
interest to CatComm—notably Favela
qualities, Favela culture, Community
media—that we wanted to track. Articles
could be coded for multiple “Topics,” but
only one “Main Topic.”
Five topics stand out as the most
regular: “Violence or drugs,” the “World
Cup,” “Police,” “Pacification,” and the
“Olympics” all featured in over 60 articles,
while all other topics featured in less than
40 articles. To get a better picture of the
less frequent topics, the following graph
presents the same data but only for those
topics featured in less than 40 articles:
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By year:
In each time period, the top five topics remained the same, albeit in slightly different orders. “Violence and
drugs” was the most common topic in each time period. The 2013-2014 period mirrored the exact patterns of
the overall topic numbers, but the “Olympics” received more mentions than the “World Cup” in the two earlier
time periods. This makes sense when one considers that, in general, the Olympics has had a greater impact than
the World Cup on the city of Rio, and the favela pacification program is more often framed in the context of
reducing crime and the influence of drug trafficking in Rio before the Olympics.
See Appendices A-F for Topics by outlet

Conclusion
The 2013-2014 period saw a massive spike
in articles that mentioned Rio’s favelas
compared to the two earlier periods. This
spike was accompanied by a substantial
growth in articles—both news and feature
articles—that treated favelas as a main or
secondary subject, giving space to describing
them, their residents, and the activities
taking place within them. “Favela” was also
mentioned only once in more articles, which
suggests that it may have become a more
prominent term of reference that journalists
know their readers will understand without
extensive explanation or context.
The expanded range of pieces on favelas did
not, however, create a substantial shift in the
common topics. Besides the mega-events
themselves, the topics that were mentioned
most frequently remained “Violence and
Drugs,” “Police,” and “Pacification” over the
three time periods. This pattern suggests
that favelas continue to be discussed
primarily in the context of the negative
topics, reinforcing the misconception that
the only newsworthy topics about favelas
are negative.
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2. WHICH FAVELA?
A. Which Zone?
185 articles (56%) did not discuss one or more of Rio’s zones in particular, which means they mentioned neither
a specific zone, nor a neighborhood or favela, as the latter would have signaled the zone. These articles included
statements such as, “Many tourists are planning to visit a favela,” “Rio’s favelas are notorious for violence,” or
“He grew up playing football in the favela where he was born.”
This is problematic because the urban landscape of the city changes substantially from one zone to another:
• The South Zone encompasses popular tourist sites and the residences and spaces of Rio’s elite,
with historic and consolidated favelas dotting the hillsides and currently experiencing price hikes
and market displacement;
• Centro is mainly an employment hub but also home to working-class inhabitants and the site
of the rapid government-led Port redevelopment next to Rio’s first favela and region of utmost
importance with regard to Rio’s African heritage;
• The North Zone is a post-industrial working class region, traditionally marginalized and deficient
in public services, with confrontations between police and drug traffickers used as an excuse for
this neglect; and
• The enormous West Zone, developed recently and the site of many recent evictions in its closerin contested zones, is a mix of distant low-lying working-class militia-dominated neighborhoods,
with the exception of the growing elite enclave of Barra da Tijuca. The West Zone will be the
location of the Olympic Village.
Furthermore, identifying specific favelas by name and avoiding generalizations is important for accurate
portrayals of Rio de Janeiro because there are over 1,000 favelas in the metropolitan area with a tremendous
amount of variation from one to another.
Among the articles that were clearly about one or more particular zone(s), there were more stories about the
South Zone than any other region, followed
by the North Zone.
By year:
The results for this question varied
significantly by year. 65% of articles from
2009-2010 were not about a specific zone
(or favela), while only about 40% of articles
in each of the other two time periods were
unspecific. The North Zone was the most
commonly portrayed zone in 2009-2010,
while the South Zone was most popular in
the media in the other two years. Favelas
from the Greater Rio region did not feature
at all during 2013-2014.
See Appendices A-F for Zones by outlet
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B. Favela Specificity
Nearly half (47%) of the articles referred only to favelas in general. 9%
discussed a specific favela without naming it (e.g. “He grew up in a favela in
Rio.”), while the remainder identified at least one specific favela by name.
See Appendices A-F for Favela specificity by outlet
C. Which Favela?
In the 144 articles that mentioned specific favelas, some communities
received considerably more mentions than others.
Three articles about Rocinha spelled
the favela’s name incorrectly—as
“Recina” or “Rochina.” Two other
articles described Telerj—the urban
occupation of an abandoned factory
in Complexo do Alemão–as a favela.
By year:
The favelas with the most mentions by
year were Morro dos Macacos (6) in
2009-2010; Rocinha (14) and Alemão
(10) in 2011-2012; and Rocinha (45),
Maré (17), Alemão (12), Vidigal (10),
and Santa Marta (7) in 2013-2014.
See Conclusion and Appendices A-F for
Which favelas by outlet
Conclusion
Over time, articles tended to be more
precise by focusing stories on, and
clearly identifying, a specific favela
and zone. The overall results show the
South Zone as the most commonly
covered zone. However, that was not
the case in 2009-2010 when the North
Zone drew the most coverage, the
South and North zones were similarly
covered in 2011-2012, and it was
only in the build-up to the World Cup that coverage shifted to an overwhelming focus on the South Zone. The
attributes of the South Zone that likely appeal to mainstream media—the proximity to tourists, ease of entry and
convenience to journalists who are staying in the South Zone, and the sheer scale of Rocinha in particular as the
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largest single favela—therefore appear to have played a bigger role during the World Cup year, perhaps because
there were more journalists covering Rio for the first time and for expanded international audiences. This focus
on the South Zone was driven in particular by unparalleled interest in Rocinha alongside increased coverage of
Vidigal and Santa Marta as places of interest for tourists to visit and experience World Cup celebrations.
For Rocinha, it’s useful to note that UK media gave it particular attention from the lens of the English football
team, who stayed in a hotel in nearby São Conrado. That said, while the UK outlets produced substantially more
articles mentioning Rocinha (42) than did the US outlets (19), it was the Wall Street Journal and USA Today that
focused on Rocinha most disproportionately relative to other favelas, with Rocinha featuring in 47% and 57% of
their articles respectively.
See Appendices A-F for more on Which favela by outlet.
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3. PERSPECTIVE
To assess what kind of sources articles cited for information or opinions about favelas, we tracked the categories
of people who were either quoted directly or referenced indirectly (e.g. “The police commissioner said that….”,
“According to one resident…”). For articles in which favelas were the main subject, we counted all quotes and
references; for articles in which favelas were a secondary subject, we counted quotes and references from the
section(s) about favelas, and any others that were directly related to favelas; for articles in which favelas were
mentioned just once, we counted any quote or reference in that specific sentence. The graph below therefore
shows the number of quotes and references, and does not reflect any information about number of articles.
“Favela
residents”
are
the
most quoted group, followed
by
“Government
officials.”
Interestingly, indirect references
were more evenly distributed
across the three top groups:
“Police,” “Government officials,”
and “Favela residents.”
By year:
Zooming in more closely on certain
categories, we can identify trends
over time. We chose to focus on
the most commonly used source
categories (“Favela resident,”
“Government official,” and “Police”)
as well as “Community leader,” as
they are a particular category of “favela resident.” Note that the chart below is most useful for examining the
ratios between different source categories for each year. The absolute numbers are less useful as which they may
be misleading due to the variation in the number of articles published each year.
Between 2013 and 2014, favela
residents were cited over six times
more in top English mainstream
media outlets than in 2009-2010.
This chart reveals a fascinating shift
from 2009-2010, when we can see
the highest ratios of “Government
official” and “Police” citations
(75% of citations from these four
categories) to “Favela resident”
and “Community leader” citations
(25%), to 2013-2014 when “Favela
resident” and “Community leader”
were cited more (57%) than
“Government official” and “Police”

11

combined (43%). Although “Community leader” is a relatively rare source in all three time periods, the World
Cup year did provide a greater platform for their voices to be heard. This is a positive trend, because community
leaders are often elected by to public roles that provide them with increased access to information and the
visibility to speak up more safely than other residents.
By outlet:

Each outlet cited favela residents more than or a similar number of times as (within 5 citations) the number of
citations of government officials or police. USA Today and the Daily Mail gave particular prominence to favela
residents as sources relative to other groups, although they also cited far fewer sources in general than the other
outlets. The other four outlets cited the two categories of “official” sources more than citing favela residents
and leaders (and that is before taking into account the citations of academic, NGO, or FIFA/IOC sources), but
the Wall Street Journal is notable in that citations of favela residents are outnumbered over 2:1 by citations of
government and police sources.
Conclusion
Favela residents, government officials and the police are the most commonly cited sources of information
or opinion about favelas. In the World Cup year, the voices of favela residents were given an unprecedented
platform, both in absolute and relative terms. Between 2013 and 2014, favela residents were cited over six times
more in top English mainstream media outlets than in 2009-2010.
What these results do not show is the number of articles that discussed favelas without using any local residents
or officials as sources of information or opinion at all. Particularly during the World Cup, there was an unfortunate
trend of journalists who visited favelas and reported only their experiences and reflections.1

1

These results also do not distinguish the ways in which different sources were used; a study on media coverage in the San
Francisco Bay Area found that in that context, authorities were more frequently quoted for information on solutions and arguments
that were critical to debates, while local residents were more often quoted for “scene setting” descriptions (http://www.datacenter.
org/reports/DisplacingtheDream.pdf). This would be an interesting subject for future research into media coverage of Rio’s favelas.
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4. LANGUAGE
“Favela” is a challenging word to translate to English, and the concept of a favela and the diversity of communities
called favelas is a hard one to accurately convey to international audiences who are unfamiliar with Rio’s unique
landscape. English-language articles often employ more familiar English words to translate or explain the
word “favela,” regardless of their accuracy or the stigma produced. Many more articles use alternative words
throughout the article.
While tracking what words were employed to describe favelas, we identified any alternatives that were presented
as a definition or translation of “favela,”
or used in the title, heading or first
paragraph, as “Primary Alternatives.” The
graph below shows, in red, the number
of articles that used the following
words in place of “favela” as “General
Alternatives” and, in blue, the number of
articles that used each term as a “Primary
Alternative.”
Out of the 329 articles, 140 (43%) used no
alternative for favela. Of the 189 articles
that did use at least one alternative,
“slum,” “community,” “shantytown,” and
“neighborhood” were the most common
terms. Of the 117 (36%) articles that used
a “Primary Alternative,” the negative
terms – “slum” and “shantytown” were
most predominant.
By year:
CatComm has been working
to encourage English-language
media to “call them favelas,”
instead of employing potentially
misleading alternatives, so we
were interested in examining
whether there was a notable
change in the presence of
alternatives over time.
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% of articles
No alternative is used for
“favela”
Alternatives, but no primary
alternative
Primary alternatives used
Primary alternative is used
more than or as often as
“favela”

OVERALL

2009 – 2010

2011 – 2012

2013 - 2014

43%

42%

37%

45%

22%

16%

31%

20%

35%

42%

32%

35%

17%

28%

16%

14%

These three time periods do not suggest linear patterns for the number of articles that use “General Alternatives.”
In articles that use a “Primary Alternative” for “favela,” there has been a decline in the percent of cases where
that translation or definition word is used more often that “favela.” These data would benefit from the inclusion
of data from additional years and more precise analysis before any conclusions are drawn from this pattern,
however. Note that these data do not distinguish between positive or negative alternatives.
In particular, CatComm has worked to discourage the use of inaccurate and stigmatizing translations like
“slum” and “shantytown” in place of “favela.” Since “slum,” “shantytown” (or “shanties”), “community,” and
“neighborhood” stood out as the most commonly used words for “favela,” we explore their usage over time as
well.
% of articles: “Slum”
Articles that used “slum”
Articles where “slum” was
primary alternative
Articles where “slum” was
used more than “favela”
% of articles: “Shantytown”
Articles that used “shantytown”
Articles where “shantytown”
was primary alternative
Articles where “shantytown”
was used more than “favela”

OVERALL
40%

2009 – 2010
49%

2011 – 2012
46%

2013 - 2014
34%

25%

33%

24%

22%

13%

25%

13%

9%

OVERALL
16%

2009 – 2010
19%

2011 – 2012
16%

2013 - 2014
15%

9%

13%

9%

7%

5%

6%

6%

4%

Over these three time periods, the percentage of articles that use “slum” and “shantytown” has declined. There
are also consistent declines in the percentage of articles that use these terms as a translation or definition of
“favela,” and of articles that use these terms more than “favela.”
% of articles:
“Community”
Articles that used
“community”
Articles where “community”
was primary alternative
Articles where “community”
was used more than “favela”

OVERALL

2009 – 2010

2011 – 2012

2013 - 2014

17%

7%

16%

21%

1%

0

0

2%

0.3%

0

0

.5%
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% of articles:
“Neighborhood”
Articles that used “neighborhood”
Articles where “neighborhood”
was primary alternative
Articles where “neighborhood”
was used more than “favela”

OVERALL

2009 – 2010

2011 – 2012

2013 - 2014

10%

6%

7%

13%

0.7%

0

0

1%

0.3%

0

0

5%

The percentage of articles that used “community” or “neighborhood” increased over the course of the three
time periods in question. In the earlier two periods, these terms were never used as a translation or definition
of “favela,” but they began to be occasionally used as “Primary Alternatives” and sometimes employed more
frequently than “favela” in the 2013-2014 period.
By outlet:
% of articles
No alternative is used
for “favela”
Alternatives, but no
primary alternative
Primary alternatives
used
Primary alternative is
used more than or as
often as “favela”
Use “slum”
Use “shantytown”
Use “community”
Use “neighborhood”

OVERALL
(n=329)

NYT
(n=78)

WSJ
(n=20)

USA
(n=7)

GUAR
(n=99)

TELE
(n=89)

DM
(n=36)

43%

27%

20%

29%

49%

60%

33%

22%

26%

5%

14%

31%

16%

14%

35%

47%

75%

57%

20%

24%

53%

17%

21%

30%

29%

10%

13%

33%

40%
16%
17%
10%

60%
9%
14%
17%

70%
35%
35%
25%

43%
14%
29%
29%

30%
17%
17%
5%

20%
12%
18%
7%

50%
28%
6%
6%

Mirroring the overall trend, each individual outlet used “slum” as the most common “General” and “Primary”
alternative word for “favela.” The word appeared in anywhere between 20% of articles (The Telegraph) to 70%
(The Wall Street Journal).
In general, the UK outlets were more likely to publish articles that mentioned favelas without using any alternative
word. The Telegraph and The Guardian were also least likely to define or translate “favela” through a “Primary
Alternative” of any kind. The Wall Street Journal was the most likely to use a “Primary Alternative,” to use “slum”
or “shantytown,” and to use that “Primary Alternative” more often than the word “favela.” It was also The Wall
Street Journal, however, that was most likely to publish articles with the positive alternative, “community.” Five
of the twenty Wall Street Journal articles used both “slum” and “community.” USA Today was the most likely
outlet to use the positive alternative “neighborhood.”
Conclusion
English-language media continue to employ heavily stigmatizing terms to describe favelas, particularly when
offering translations or definitions of “favela.” “Slum” was the most common alternative term in all three time
periods and all six outlets. However, a shift towards more positive terms is underway. A clear decline of the word
“slum,” both as a “General Alternative” and a “Primary Alternative,” was a positive trend. In 2009-2010, “slum”
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was used as an alternative for “favela” in 50% of articles in top English mainstream media outlets. While still
the most common alternative for “favela” by the World Cup, it was used in only 34% of articles between 2013
and 2014. “Shantytown” also declined, while the more positive terms of “community” and “neighborhood”
increased, such that “community” was employed by more articles than “shantytown” by the 2013-2014 period.
In general, by 2014, it was more likely for “favela” to be an article’s most frequently used term than it had been
in previous years. This finding corroborates our previously stated conclusion (in the section on Context) that
over time journalists appear to be more confident that their audiences are increasingly familiar with the word
“favela.”
The US outlets were more inclined than the UK outlets to include at least one alternative word for “favela”
in their articles, such that it was American outlets with the highest percentages of articles using each of the
common alternatives regardless of whether it was negative or positive. The Telegraph stands out for avoiding
the use of an alternative in 60% of all articles that mentioned favelas, while The Guardian avoided alternatives
in almost half (49%) of its articles.
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5. IMAGERY
A picture may be worth a thousand words, but just 70 (21%) of the articles featured a photo of a favela. Where
favelas were the main or a secondary subject (165 articles), 63 (38%) of the articles featured a photo of a favela.
Of the 70 articles with images of a favela, some were clearly upbeat and
positive (featuring art, leisure, business, etc.), while others were clearly
negative (featuring violence, weapons, sewage, broken buildings),
and the rest were neither clearly one nor the other. Articles coded as
“neither” positive nor negative for imagery may have included a mix
of positive and negative photos, or ambiguous photos (ie. buildings,
people standing, aerial shots of a favela, etc.).
Of the 70 articles with favela photos, 21 articles did not identify the
photographed favela by name, while 9 included a photo of a named
favela that was not discussed in the article.
By year:
Although there was an increase in percent of photos that were negative
over the years, there was a much more significant increase in the percent of photos that were positive over the
years, from 9% to 36%.

See Appendices A-F for Imagery by outlet
Conclusion
Over the years, an increasing percentage of articles featured positive favela images. Still, only 20 of 329 articles
(less than 1%) featured only positive images of favelas. The media has huge room for improvement in publishing
a bigger and more diverse array of favela photos, and in using and identifying images that actually match the
favela(s) discussed in the articles.
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6. PORTRAYAL
A. Common Attributes
Based on initial coding of a sample of articles, we compiled a list of positive and negative favela attributes that
featured frequently in English mainstream news. Although a number of other attributes arose over the course
of the study, for the purpose of consistency we include only the data for those pre-identified attributes that we
were able to track throughout the study.
To minimize the influence of the researcher’s biases and interpretations, we only coded an article as including
one of the following attributes if that attribute was explicitly mentioned or demonstrated. For example, a
description of ramshackle homes would be coded for “Favelas are made of poor quality, rickety buildings,” but
not for “Favela residents are financially poor,” even though the latter is implied.
The following graph tracks the number of articles that featured each attribute.

“Sites of violence” and “Sites of
drug / gang activity” clearly stood
out as the most commonly portrayed
attributes of favelas. These two
attributes each featured in over 100
articles. The most common positive
attribute was “a source of culture,”
which can be credited to the number
of articles that discuss music and dance
emerging from the favelas (including
passinho, funk and baile funks, samba).
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The most common trait ascribed to favela residents
was “financially poor.” We were happy to find
that residents were more commonly portrayed as
“entrepreneurial” and “active agents of change”
than as “unhappy, desperate or miserable,” which
corroborates findings and experiences on-theground.
By year:
Here “sites of violence” and “sites of drug / gang
activity” are graphed separately because they were
featured substantially more frequently than other
attributes.

Prevelance of favela attributes
over time
The “positive” attributes of favelas
(from “Varying” to “Places with a sense
of community,”) were all featured in
a greater percent of articles in 20132014 than in previous years. The only
other consistent linear trend is the
increase of articles that portray favelas
as “Sites of other criminal activity,”
referring to crimes that do not relate to
violence, drugs, stolen utilities or illegal
occupations. Most of these references
were to incidents of muggings, which
were a bigger part of the conversation
in 2013-2014 as the media debated
security concerns for tourists in Rio.
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Prevelance of favela resident attributes over time

The portrayal of favela residents as “Entrepreneurial” and “Active agents of change” became more common
each year.
Apart from the noted points, there are few linear trends for these time periods.
By outlet:
Five of the six outlets shared the same three most common attributes: “sites of violence,” “sites of drug/gang
activity,” and “financially poor.” USA Today was the only outlet to have “unsanitary” in its top three frequent
attributes, in place of “sites of drug / gang activity.”
See Appendices A-F for more on Portrayals by outlet
B. Overall Impression
The researcher labeled every article by the overall
impression it gave of Rio’s favelas. To minimize
inconsistency, the researcher asked, “If this article
were the first time a reader heard of Rio’s favelas,
what overriding impression would the reader have
of favelas after reading the article?” All articles that
included both positive and negative elements of
favelas, or where the researcher felt the answer could
be ambiguous, were labeled as “neutral.” Caution
should be used when drawing conclusions from these
numbers—the “neutral” category includes articles that
could arguably be interpreted as positive or negative.
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By year:
The main take-away from
this graph is the decline
of
unambiguously
negative articles over
time, from 48% of all
articles in 2009-2010 to
37% in 2013-2014.
By outlet:
Outlets that had more
clearly positive articles
than the group average
included:
The
New
York Times (9%), The
Telegraph (10%), The
Guardian (8%).
Outlets that had more clearly negative articles than the group average included: The Wall Street Journal (55%),
USA Today (57%), The Daily Mail (47%), and The Telegraph (47%).
The Wall Street Journal, USA Today, and The Daily Mail had no clearly positive articles.
See Appendices A-F for more on Overall Impression by outlet
Conclusion
Although much of the data in this section does not lead to clear conclusions about trends over time, two exciting
patterns emerge: First, all positive traits (of favelas and their residents) were present in a greater percent of
articles in 2013-2014 than in previous years. Second, unambiguously negative articles declined over time, from
48% of all articles in 2009-2010 to 37% in 2013-2014. Still, clearly negative articles significantly outweigh clearly
positive ones in every year, and the most common attributes are consistently negative, across all six outlets:
favelas are portrayed as “sites of violence” and “sites of drug / gang activity” while residents are portrayed as
“financially poor.” While violence, drugs and gangs, and poverty do exist in favelas, they seem disproportionately
emphasized in this set of articles at the expense of favela assets like culture, community, and organic development,
which go underreported in these media outlets.
The Wall Street Journal, USA Today, and the Daily Mail were particularly unbalanced, publishing no clearly
positive articles about favelas during the time periods in question. However, it is important to remember that
nearly half of all articles were coded as “neutral” and certainly could have contained positive elements.
Overall impressions and images: 27 articles featured only unambiguously negative images, and 23 of those (85%)
appeared to contribute to a negative overall impression. No articles were coded for unambiguously negative
imagery but a positive overall impression, so negative imagery appears to be a good predictor of the overall
impression. Unambiguously positive imagery is not such a good predictor: of the 20 articles coded for positive
imagery, 5 gave a positive impression, 2 gave a negative impression, 2 situated pacification as a shift from negative
to positive, and the remaining 11 were neutral.
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Conclusion
Mainstream international media coverage of Rio’s favelas is changing. The most stark change is the immense
expansion of coverage, a truly positive legacy of the 2014 World Cup and 2016 Olympics. Extensive and diverse
coverage of favelas is important for correcting a history of largely uniform, stigmatizing coverage. Negative
stereotypes of favelas in the media have long served as fodder for top-down interventions that assume no
aspects of favelas are worthy of preserving, justifying policies that ultimately exacerbate inequality. Rio de
Janeiro, however, is a city that cares about its global image, and international perceptions of its favelas and the
city’s actions towards them can influence local policies towards a more inclusive approach.
•

Key evidence:
There was an approximately 270% increase in articles that mentioned favelas in 2013-2014 compared
to each of the previous time periods. In other words, there were more articles in 2013-2014 than in
the other two years of this study combined. This spike was accompanied by a similar percent increase
in articles that treated favelas as a main or secondary subject, giving space to describing them, their
residents, and the activities taking place within them.

The coverage may not be changing as fast as some would like. Reporting on negative topics and the emphasis of
old negative stereotypes about favelas and their residents remain pervasive, and continue to outweigh portrayals
of favelas as valuable and productive elements of Rio’s urban fabric, and coverage of favela residents as active
participants in Rio’s efforts to build a more inclusive, equitable city. There is a one-time window of opportunity
through the Olympics to set the record straight—to disseminate the context, nuance and perspective that’s
necessary to form the baseline understanding of these communities that will foster effective policy.
•

•

•
•

Key evidence:
Besides the mega-events themselves, the topics that were mentioned most frequently remained “Violence
and Drugs,” “Police,” and “Pacification” over the three time periods. Clearly negative articles significantly
outweigh clearly positive ones in every year, and the most common attributes are consistently negative,
across all six outlets: favelas are portrayed as “sites of violence” and “sites of drug / gang activity” while
residents are portrayed as “financially poor.” These patterns reinforce the misconception that the only
newsworthy topics about favelas are negative.
The media ignores favelas outside of the North and South Zone. During the World Cup Year, even favelas
in North Zone received relatively little attention compared to those in the wealthier areas popular with
tourists. This is true despite the fact that the 2016 Olympic Games will take place primarily in the city’s
West Zone.
English-language media continue to employ heavily stigmatized terms to describe favelas, particularly
when offering translations or definitions of “favela.” “Slum” was the most common alternative term in all
three time periods and all six outlets.
Only 20 of 329 articles (less than 1%) featured only positive images of favelas.

And yet, there is evidence of a gradual transformation in international coverage of Rio’s favelas.
•
•

Key evidence:
Between 2013 and 2014, favela residents were cited over six times more in top English mainstream media
outlets than in 2009 - 2010. Not only a result of increased favela coverage, voices of favela residents
occupied a bigger percentage of all the voices cited about favelas than in previous years.
In 2009 - 2010, “slum” was used as an alternative for “favela” in 50% of articles in top English mainstream
media outlets. While still the most common alternative for “favela” by the World Cup, it was used in only
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•
•
•
•

34% of articles between 2013 and 2014.
By 2014, it was more likely for “favela” to be an article’s most frequently used term than it had been in
previous years.
Over the years, an increasing percentage of articles featured positive favela images.
A greater percent of articles presented positive traits of favelas and their residents in 2013-2014 than in
previous years.
Unambiguously negative articles about favelas declined over time, from 48% of all articles in 2009-2010
to 37% in 2013-2014.

We will continue to track international media coverage of Rio’s favelas through the 2016 Olympics, expanding
our data to incorporate each year from October 2008 (a year prior to the Olympic announcement, which will
include the beginning of Rio’s pacification program) to September 2016. We will also expand the number of
outlets we monitor to include the top publications from Canada, South Africa, and Australia, as well as additional
outlets from the US and UK.
From this initial study, however, we conclude with:

Recommendations for Journalists
Journalists! You are in the midst of a critical media moment for favelas. Seize the opportunity to make a difference
in perceptions of favelas, and as a result make a difference in policy and how the world understands the role and
potential of informal communities in our rapidly urbanizing world. Here are some of our recommendations for
how you can produce quality coverage of Rio’s favelas:
•

•

•
•

•

KEEP UP the attention. Our results show the dramatically expanded platform for favela news and
coverage has successfully brought an expanded platform for the voices of favela residents. From
numerous interviews with community leaders following the World Cup, we know that favela community
leaders genuinely appreciate the opportunity to talk to international journalists and many feel that you
are bringing a critical new interest and approach to social issues above and beyond what exists in the
national media.
o “It’s really positive that the international press is giving attention to the communities, because
the national media only gives communities attention when something bad is happening.” –
Community leader from Horto, on international media coverage during the World Cup
SEEK beyond the outsider perspective. Despite the above point, there was an influx of articles during
the World Cup that reported from the perspective of the journalist without including favela resident
perspectives, and still a number of other articles that asked for international footballers’ opinions of
favelas they barely visited. These stories would have been much more interesting with the additional
perspective of residents on the issues that concern and interest them.
REQUEST support from CatComm to seek out contacts that can provide perspective on stories relating to
their communities. We are here to help.
VARY the topic. The majority of articles that mention favelas still focus on fundamentally negative issues—
violence, gangs, drugs, poverty—at the expense of examining housing, community initiatives, culture,
activism and a variety of other topics that are begging for greater coverage, and which can provide insight
to debates on the same issues in the newspaper’s home country.
RECOGNIZE your responsibility to provide a balanced portrayal of favelas. The unambiguously negative
articles that perpetuate stigmas about favelas continue to outweigh the unambiguously positive articles
that challenge those stigmas and situate residents as potential agents of positive change. Some outlets
produced zero unambiguously positive articles about favelas throughout the three time periods of this
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•
•

•

study, so take a moment to consider what underlying impression your work is creating for your readers
and the ultimate impact this will have on the communities you write about.
RESPOND to the growing international familiarity with the word “favela” (thanks to your work) by cutting
down on the stigma-heavy English words like “slum,” which still pervades more articles than any other
alternative word for favela.
EXPLORE favelas outside the South Zone and even the North Zone, or seek out lesser-known communities
in those regions. As the seat of the Olympic Village, the West Zone needs more attention. When everyone
else is writing about Rocinha, CatComm is always on hand to offer support for stories on lesser-known
favelas.
EXPAND the repertoire of photos of favelas out there and mix up the subject of those images. Less
than 1% of articles from our study featured photos that were all clearly positive. Request images from
professional favela-based photography collectives Imagens do Povo, Favela Em Foco, and others, or from
CatComm’s growing stock on Flickr.
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APPENDIX
A.
B.
C.
D.
E.
F.
G.

The New York Times
The Wall Street Journal
USA Today
The Guardian
The Telegraph
The Daily Mail
Complete list of articles
A. New York Times
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APPENDIX B. Wall Street Journal
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APPENDIX C. USA Today:
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APPENDIX D. The Guardian
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APPENDIX E. The Telegraph
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APPENDIX F. The Daily Mail
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APPENDIX G. Complete List of Articles
The New York Times
Brazil Sends In Armed Forces to Assist in Policing Poor Area
Shepherd of the City’s Rebirth, Rio’s Mayor Feels the Strains, Too
Brazil’s Indigenous Seek Out City, End Up in Slums
AP PHOTOS: Fairy-Tale Night for Girls in Rio Slum
Down to Rio With a Haunted Avenger
AP PHOTOS: Editor Selections From Latin America
Brazil’s Unaffordable Homes
In This Version of Rio, Violence and Gore Are All in a Day’s Work
A Good Payday for Banks in Petrobras Sale
‘Feel Free. Be Yourself. It’s the Only Marketing Device That Can Work.’
The Hills Are Alive
Inspiration Through Movement
Cheers at Europe’s Expense
A Diplomatic Traveling Supporter of the U.S. Team Sees the Big Picture
Reyna Has Lesson Plan for U.S.
Now Reading | Plan of Action
Graphic Content | ‘Urbanized’
A Dangerous Beauty
A Great Choice, Even if Others Were Worthy
The Dazzle and the Desolation of Stadiums in World Cup Host Cities
All in the Famiglia
The Artful Dodgers of Brazil
Google Adds Graffiti to Its Art Portfolio
At a Wedding, You Are What You Wear
Throw FIFA Out of the Game
A Passionate Symbol, Even Without the World Cup
Ronaldo’s Toughest Move
William Forsythe to Join U.S.C. Dance School
Preparations for Rio Olympics ‘the Worst,’ Committee Official Says
Adequate housing for the poor
Crossing Borders With Allure
Pity Brazil’s Military Police
A Giant Photo Connects Fans to Ballet Stars
Does Brazil Have the Answer?
Brazil’s Latest Clash With Its Urban Youth Takes Place at the Mall
The Kugel Family: Big in Brazil
Where Film Marries Video Game
A Global Focus on Breast Cancer
Obama’s Speech to the United Nations General Assembly — Text
In Brazil, a Noisy, Tense Prosperity
Wealth Rises in Mongolia, as Does Worry
Hélio Oiticica: ‘Penetrables’
A Man Who Creates Coincidences
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From Field to Congress, Soccer Star Leaves His Mark
Squatters’ Rights
Exploring the Social and Environmental Challenges as Brazil Prepares for Two Sports Spectacles
Brazilian Stories and Selfies Through a Pinhole
29 Minutes That Shook Brazil
Refugee Camp for Syrians in Jordan Evolves as a Do-It-Yourself City
The Post-American Mall
Brazilian Officers Will Face Charges of Torture and Murder
A Monster, but No Epic Battle
Brazilian Rhythms, With Hip-Hop Moves
Brazil, Where Oil and Women Mix Powerfully
Rio Slum Is ‘Pacified’ in Advance of Games
Urban Bright | Philly Gets a Paint Job
Brazil: Deadly Violence Erupts in Rio
Rescued by Design
36 Hours in Rio de Janeiro
Fear and Backsliding in Rio
Pickup Soccer in Brazil Has an Allure All Its Own
Sunshine of Los Angeles, Slums of Rio
Real Life at the World Cup
Mission Control, Built for Cities
In Brazil, Officers of the Law, Outside the Law
Police Clash With Squatters in Rio de Janeiro Slum
In the Name of the Future, Rio Is Destroying Its Past
Californian With an M.B.A. Follows His Heart to Brazilian Funk
Rio Police Officer Is Indicted for Torture While Lecturing on ‘Smart Policing’ in New York
The World Cup Soundtrack
Rio Grapples With Violence Against Police Officers as World Cup Nears
Violence in the Newest Olympic City Rattles Brazil
Photographing Favela Funk
Party Down, Favela Style
Taking Back the Favelas
Now Taking World Cup Bookings, Rio’s Slums
A Divided Rio de Janeiro, Overreaching for the World
Slum Dwellers Are Defying Brazil’s Grand Design for Olympics
The Wall Street Journal
Google, Microsoft Expose Brazil’s Favelas
‘World Atlas of Street Photography’ Author Jackie Higgins on the Art Form’s Comeback
Pearl Fishers’ Offers Great Performances, Grand Imagery
Pitch Dark in Colombia
Brazil’s Strike on Drug Gangs in Slums Yields Top Rio Boss
Brazilian Police Occupy Lawless Rio Slum
Brazil’s Emerging Market: Crack
Visions of a Permanent Underclass
Police Criticized After Allegations of Torture in Rio
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Brazil Tries a Softer Approach to Crime
Rio’s Efforts to Pacify Violent Slums Face Crisis
Rio Seeks Federal Help to Stem Attacks on Police Force
Rio de Janeiro Squatters Clash With Police
Rio Officials Investigate Details In Dancer’s Death That Sparked Riots
Rio Revolts Against Police Program for Slums
Tight Security Will Restrict Pope During Middle East Visit
Hope Fades in Brazil for a World Cup Economic Boost
Rio de Janeiro Police Open Investigation After Foreign Man Found Dead
The Street Dance of the Rio Slums Comes to New York City
Brazilian DJ to Funk Up New York
USA Today
U.S. water polo’s Azevedo plans on gold ‘one way or another’
In Rio, Lapa is where it’s at
With crime reputation, Brazil beefs up security for Cup
Reality check for England with Rio favela visit
Some Brazilians choose protests over World Cup
Voices: In Brazil, economic gaps just one road apart
Five weeks, 21,595 miles and a lifetime of memories from the 2014 World Cup

The Guardian
Click to Download: Arcade action
Bricks & Mortals: Ten Great Buildings and the People They Made by Tom Wilkinson – review
From Ferguson to Rio: two black teenagers shot dead by police, two very different reactions
The playlist: electronic – Arca, Extreme Precautions, Jack U and more
How to build your own sustainable house
Bebel Gilberto: my favourite places in Rio de Janeiro
Radical Cities – Latin America’s revolutionary housing solutions
Rio de Janeiro captures 2016 Olympics – but now the work begins
Rio gun-battle claims 14 lives as drug dealers storm shantytown
Rio gun-battle claims 14 lives as drug dealers storm shantytown
Security will not be an issue at 2016 Games, says Rio mayor
A bloodbath on my Rio doorstep
Brazil crime wars: Spiderman’s story of drugs and Jesus in Rio’s slums
Unique look at the lives of combatants in Brazil crime wars
Angolan state radio taken in by ‘Lula’ hoaxer
Call of Duty: Modern Warfare 2
Brazilian power cut leaves 60 million in the dark
Stefano Bollani: ‘I couldn’t stand to do the same thing night after night’
Guns and journalism – reporting from South America’s drugs frontline
Only When I Dance
Zilda Arns obituary
Floods and landslides kill 95 in Rio slums after city’s worst rainstorms
Rio slum dwellers face forced eviction after landslides
Rio de Janeiro police occupy slums as city fights back against drug gangs
First sight: Kirsty Almeida
Ratatat instrumental in making chillwave for parakeets
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The real test for South Africa comes after the final whistle
Brazilian nightlife: Rio and São Paulo
Brazil! Brazil!
Brazilian footballer Bruno Fernandes accused of lover’s murder
Fleet: Art on the Essex/Suffolk coast
Brazil considers bulletproofing schools after boy is shot
Floods and mudslides on three continents, as drought hits Africa
Gunmen seize hostages in Rio de Janeiro hotel
Christoph Schlingensief obituary
Brazil on course to hit child mortality target as living standards improve
Arrival City: How the Largest Migration in History Is Reshaping Our World by Doug Saunders
Mafia assassination threat forces Brazil MP into exile
Brazilian cameraman killed in Rio shoot-out during police drugs raid
Brazilian ‘drug lord’ sees reign as ‘king of the hill’ end in car boot
Brazil troops and police raid Rio shantytown in clean-up drive
Times are tough for politicians – but why all the tears?
Guns for goalposts? Fifa mulls Brazilian plans for World Cup disarmament drive
Rio’s Cemetery of New Blacks sheds light on horrors of slave trade
Search for 100 real-life heroes: from bullet-ridden Kabul to a Rio favela
News World news Brazil Brazil’s Bridge of Knowledge marks seaside city’s rebirth
As Rio builds hotels for World Cup, countless families are trapped in squats
Rio+20: Earth summit dawns with stormier clouds than in 1992
Ramos Beach
Said & Done
World Cup 2014: Rio’s favela pacification turns into slick operation
Hotel price hikes in Brazil leave favela guesthouses as affordable option
Favela tourism in Rio de Janeiro
On a city trek in Rio de Janeiro, Michael Emmerson takes a back-street route through the favelas
As all eyes turn to Brazil ahead of next week’s World Cup draw, Gavin McOwan walks the
streets, beaches and mountains of Rio de Janeiro – and meets a football legend along the way
Too many funfairs, not enough toys: Germany’s Christmas markets backlash
England’s 2014 World Cup base offers Atlantic, Adele and unlimited golf
World Cup: fans’ £6,000 bill for 13,500 mile odyssey if England reach final
World Cup: Rio favelas being ‘socially cleansed’ in runup to sporting events
World Cup 2014: Brazil’s horribly invasive footballing trauma
Brazilian flashmob forces upmarket shopping mall to close
The Brazilian women using football to escape the favelas
Brazil to order army into Rio slums as violence escalates before World Cup
Street Child World Cup kicks off in Brazil to tackle global problem
Repressed Brits, evil Mexicans, Arab villains: why are Hollywood’s animated movies full of racist
stereotypes?
The World Cup and Olympics threaten to overwhelm Rio – yet there is time to create a sensation
out of disaster
Death of dancer prompts deadly clashes in Rio
Rio 2016 Olympic preparations damned as ‘worst ever’ by IOC
Vision of the future or criminal eyesore: what should Rio do with its favelas?
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Next weeks’ radio: from The Invention Of Brazil to On Her Majesty’s Secret Service
Priced out of Rio’s booming favelas, Brazil’s poor resort to mass squatting
Copacabana Palace; Man vs Weird – TV review
Passinho: the Sugarloaf all-stars of Rio’s new dance craze
Lewis Hamilton thrills to F1’s ‘scary but cool’ Monaco Grand Prix
Welcome to Rio; The Complainers – TV review
Rio’s hottest place to eat – the favelas
Brazil: the world at their feet
Chelsea’s Oscar on São Paulo
World Cup 2014: who will win the greatest prize in Brazil?
World Cup 2014: parties and protests on the streets of Brazil
I’m Scottish, but I want England to win the World Cup
World Cup 2014: England players visit Rocinha favela in Rio de Janeiro
David Beckham into the Unknown – TV review
Brazil braces for uneasy start to World Cup as strikers’ protests hit São Paulo
David Beckham into the Unknown – TV review
Let them eat football: Rio de Janeiro’s anti-World Cup street art
How we made City of God
Lineker in Brazil: The Beautiful Game; Street Kid World Cup – TV review
Brazil 2014 is here: not just any old World Cup but the Copa das Copas
World Cup 2014: ready or not, it is Brazil’s time to show the world
In Rio and Manaus Fifa’s racketeers will show they are the only game in town
England’s Daniel Sturridge will do whatever it takes to beat Uruguay
How Brazil’s World Cup has sold its people short in the Amazon
The Book of Rio review – timely short stories by Brazilian writers
World Cup 2014: a colourful carnival of football that could be the best ever
The Powerful Throat is giving favelas a World Cup voice in Brazil
Brazil’s World Cup run is over but political ramifications still unclear
The strangest, saddest and funniest moments from the World Cup 2014
Favela residents make World Cup work for them with home stays for fans
The Telegraph
Scotland’s boiling climate rules country out of race to become ‘eternal’ host of the World Cup
How She Did It: ‘I interviewed my mates and sent the video to a TV company. They gave me a
job!’
Pelé unveils unique football pitch where players’ energy produces electricity
Rio de Janeiro drug traffickers shoot down police helicopter
Brazilian Grand Prix: Jenson Button and Rubens Barrichello prepare to do battle
Brazil deploys thousands of police to counter Rio de Janeiro violence
It’s a wonderful, mixed-up world
The films that defined the noughties
Call Of Duty: Modern Warfare 2 video game review
Wayne Rooney: greatness will come when England win the World Cup
Only When I Dance, review
Arsenal striker Eduardo ready to start making headlines for the right reasons
Taming Brazil’s favelas
Brazil’s slum dwellers taught how to deal with police
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Like a Fishbone at the Bush Theatre, review
Festival Brazil: Samba on the South Bank
Whatever my woes, I’m not Phil Mitchell
La Boheme, Soho Theatre, review
Gap Year 100 company directory: working abroad, adventure and advice
Rio Breaks, DVD review
London in your lunch break: The Minotaur at the Old Vic Tunnels
Frozen Planet: the making of David Attenborough’s new TV series
Drug kingpin in South America’s biggest favela arrested by Brazilian police
Antonio Francisco Bonfim Lopes: profile of the drugs baron
Rio favelas: key facts and figures
Rio drug kingpin claims half his millions went on police bribes
Police seize biggest Rio slum as World Cup clean-up begins
Rio plans to pacify dozens more favelas
Jonathan Pearce and his fellow football commentators could be firing on all cliches at the 2014
World Cup
RoboCop remake: interview with director José Padilha
Adriano accidentally shoots woman in the hand outside Rio de Janeiro nightclub
Medellin slum gets giant outdoor escalator
Rome turning into ‘Wild West’ of violent crime
Prince Harry puts the fun into charity run with Prince William mask
Prince Harry charms Brazil on Olympics visit
Brazil: A nation that makes you want to dance
Carmen, Opera UpClose, King’s Head, review
Swimming naked in Brazil’s bubbly waters
Silvio Berlusconi had ‘five types of women at parties’
Brazil’s samba economy will keep on dancing
Melody Gardot interview
Euro 2012: Mario Balotelli blows away his bad boy image with a simple hug
World Cup 2014: Roy Hodgson hopes England avoid trouble in paradise
Total Recall, review
Marseille mayor calls for army to be deployed to tackle gang warfare
Architect Lina Bo Bardi exhibited at the British Council
In full: Barack Obama’s speech to UN General Assembly
Tottenham midfielder Sandro tackles key issues in Brazil by taking football into favelas
British rugby star tackles a new challenge at sea
World Cup 2014: ‘This will be the greatest party in the world’, says Brazilian charged with delivering tournament
Court and prison tourism: the real ‘inside’ guides
Briton killed in attempted carjacking in Brazil
Brazil: readers’ tips, recommendations and travel advice
George Osborne outlines export lending plan on Brazil trip
Copacabana in lockdown after violence breaks out in favela close to tourist beach
Violence erupts in Brazil favela near Olympic venues
Copacabana riots cast shadow over the World Cup
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Residents of Rio slum wracked by conflicts with police stage demo in Copacabana neighbourhood
Rio chaos in countdown to kick-off
Futebol Nation: a Footballing History of Brazil by David Goldblatt, review
Brazil World Cup 2014: man shot dead near England team hotel
Brazil World Cup 2014: violence flares in the battle for Rocinha favela
Brazil: 30 fascinating facts
World Cup 2014: Copacabana hotels reveal security plans
This World, Copacabana Palace, BBC Two, review: ‘ticklish and troubling’
Brazil World Cup 2014: criminals fire AK47 rifles to celebrate goal
We had to have a guy walking in front of the camera with us with an Uzi’
Supporting England at the World Cup is like voting UKIP
Welcome to Rio, BBC Two, review: ‘a trip wasted’
World Cup 2014: Brazil can make football smile again
World Cup 2014: Brazilians have still to buy into the Fifa carnival, and now they have a choice to
make
Fifa World Cup 2014: as it happened 9th June
Military guard for England players in Brazil
David Beckham: Into the Unknown, BBC One, review: ‘Beckham laid bare’
World Cup 2014: Raheem Sterling proving a point to Roy Hodgson as England settle in Urca
World Cup 2014: England players try capoeira
Brazil by motorbike: all roads lead to Rio
Pope Francis: ‘at my age, I’ve got nothing to lose’
World Cup 2014: Players and fans are generating a party spirit that Fifa will never be able to steal
World Cup 2014: Brazil fans unimpressed by 0-0 Mexico draw
England’s pain at World Cup exit is feeling well known to those north of the border in Scotland
Belgium v USA: Jurgen Klinsmann’s team bow out of World Cup after heroic performance in
extra-time
WORLD CUP IMAGE IS MERELY A CHARADE
Brazil vs Germany, World Cup 2014: Miroslav Klose sets scoring record as hosts are dumped out
in semi-final
Brazil v Germany: Stampede on Copacabana as fans flee mass robbery
Dear Neymar: an open letter from Henry Winter to Brazil’s biggest star of its bittersweet World
Cup
BBC v ITV, World Cup final 2014 TV review
From slave songs to samba, the vibrant rhythms of Brazilian dance come to Britain
Brasil Brasileiro, Sadler’s Wells, review: ‘one hell of a celebration’
The Daily Mail
Brazil’s indigenous seek out city, end up in slums
Some enchanted evening: Girls from Rio de Janeiro slum enjoy fairy-tale evening in debutante
ball sponsored by local police
Depression? It’s just the new trendy illness!
Fans giving World Cup the swerve
Guilty, girl of 13 who bullied a vicar’s daughter to death
In Brazil, every kid grows up wanting to be Pele but Alex was sent to play in defence. That’s how
he became... The Tank
The thrill of Brazil: How Rio is already in its stride ahead of hosting the 2016 Olympics
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The Real Premier League Fitness Test…show us your money
Neymar’s injury has left Luiz Felipe Scolari’s World Cup plans in tatters... but Brazil still believes
as hope springs eternal
Noel Blake’s surprise departure sparks staff revolt at St George’s Park
Brazil’s mission for the World Cup... save the beautiful game so we forget the rest
The Brazil Nut strikes again: IDS anger as former Marxist Raquel Rolnik attacks his benefit cuts
RIO FERDINAND: I’m honoured to be part of BBC team, but I’m not done with playing yet”
Roy Hodgson’s boys will rack up the air miles ahead of World Cup opener
Rio-bocop... armed and ready for the World Cup: Elite troops carrying rifles, stun grenades and
combat knives will tackle fans who cause trouble in Brazil
A Marxist diatribe! Ministers’ fury as ‘Brazil nut’ UN inspector who lectured Britain publishes report condemning our housing benefit
Rejoice! FM radio fans have seen off the digital dictators (for now): Switch from FM signals to digital has been delayed to 2015
Cherie and her mummy’s boys: She’s bought a £3.6m marital home for Euan, but it’s her and him
on the deeds, not his wife. And how she schmoozed to help soccer agent Nicky make a fortune
Art snobs sneer at amateurs like me - but painting makes me glad I’m alive: Survivor ANDREW
MARR on a life-changing passion
We’re going to Brazil 2014! Time to call Duran Duran
Going to the World Cup in Brazil? Wrap up well, says England boss Hodgson
Wild and wonderful: Big cat encounters and balmy city moments in ever-beautiful Brazil
Brazil overtakes UK as sixth biggest economy as Britain falls behind a South American nation for
the first time
Lady Gabriella and the favela
Argentina lose in World Cup final 2014 as ‘We’re all German’ trends in Brazil
The tarnishing of the World Cup
FA give the all-clear to England’s World Cup base in Rio despite unflattering reviews
The Most Right-On Reverend
Security for World Cup 2014 in Brazil is still a huge worry and will cost a fortune
Harry has a ball in Brazil: Rugby, volleyball and a fond salute to his big brother as Prince takes
charm offensive to the beach
Roll on Rio! The World Cup, the Olympics and a booming economy, Brazil is ready to party like
never before
England had the most photogenic training ground at the World Cup but are going home early...
when are the FA going to concentrate on football?
England arrive in Brazil under protection but still dancing to the rhythm of a samba beat
Amazing confession of World Cup security chief: ‘FA is freaking out over safety in Rio’
Will the beautiful game turn ugly in Brazil amid angry protests at £7.6bn cost of World Cup finals?
Brazil police accused of ‘cleansing’ favelas before World cup football carnival rolls into town
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